ASCC Themes 2 Panel 
Approved Minutes
Tuesday, November 8th, 2022							           2:30PM – 4:00PM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Conroy, Daly, Hadad, Hilty, Kogan, Lin, Nagar, Parsons, Putikka, Sweigart, Tanner, Vankeerbergen

1) Approval of 10/25/2022 Minutes
· Parsons, Hadad, approved with one abstention 
2) Engineering 5797.17S (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability with High-Impact Practice Service Learning) (Tabled from last meeting for lack of materials) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional details in the syllabus linking the course to the GEN Theme: Sustainability. Specifically, they find the course calendar to be limited in describing what students will be focusing on. Additionally, they ask that more information be provided on how students will determine whether or not their project proposal is considered “sustainable”, as it is unclear where students can be expected to learn what sustainability equates to within the discipline (although, they acknowledge that there is some assumption about sustainability meaning human centered design in the GE submission forms, but this is never made clear in the syllabus and no readings are required to establish this precedent). Finally, the reviewing faculty ask for more clarification on the project and how this project will be used to connect and support the GEN Theme: Sustainability. 
· Approved via E-Vote with one contingency (in bold above) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty concur with their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group and wish to see the proposal again once changes have been made. Additionally, they would like to see the following feedback items addressed: 
· The GEN Goals, ELOs, and explanatory rationale need to be added to the course syllabus. 
· On page 4 of the syllabus, there is a reference to students needing to provide their own translational services, as the professional organizations and NGOs they will be contacting will be communicating primarily in Spanish. The reviewing faculty believe this may be a mistake, as Spanish is not a commonly spoken language in Ghana, and ask that this statement either be explained or, if a leftover from a previous syllabus template, removed. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· No Vote 
· High-Impact Practice: Service-Learning
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course proposer reach out to the Office of International Affairs (OIA) surrounding contingency plans and/or safety concerns should travel to Ghana not be possible. What steps will the course instructor take, after speaking with OIA, to ensure that the Goals and ELOs of the GEN Theme category are still met if the travel aspect of the course is not possible? 
· No Vote 
3) Sociology 2290 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Health and Wellbeing
· The reviewing faculty ask that the syllabus provide a more robust and clearer connection to the GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing, as currently they are unable to see how the course is directly connected to the theme. While they acknowledge there to be an implicit connection between health and wellbeing and death/dying, this connection is not explored in the course syllabus in a way that engages with the GEN Theme ELOs. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel
· The reviewing faculty concur with their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group and wish to see the proposal again once changes have been made. Additionally, they would like to see the following feedback items addressed: 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course syllabus provide a brief rationale under the GEN Theme Goals and ELOs that explains to students how they can expect to meet the ELOs for the category. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the following statements be updated, as they are currently out-of-date: 
·  Page 3: The OSU Writing Center is on the 4th floor of Smith Lab and not located in Mendenhall Lab. For more information, please see the Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing (CSTW)’s website here: https://cstw.osu.edu/our-programs/writing-center. 
· Page 3: The Title IX statement is outdated, as Kellie Brennan is no longer the Title IX coordinator. The most up-to-date Title IX statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· Page 6: The grading scale references the OSU Standard Grading Scheme and the reviewing faculty have been advising instructors to remove this reference, as Ohio State does not have a standardized grading scheme and course instructors are free to utilize a grading scheme that best suits the needs of their course. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· No Vote 
4) Sociology 3630 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing)
· Theme Advisory Group: Health and Wellbeing
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the following statements be updated, as they are currently out-of-date: 
· Page 4: The unpaid fees section of the syllabus implies that students must pay their fees by the first day of enrollment or not be allowed to attend the course, and this is incorrect. The reviewing faculty recommend removing this statement from the course syllabus. 
· Page 4: The OSU Writing Center is on the 4th floor of Smith Lab and not located in Mendenhall Lab. For more information, please see the Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing (CSTW)’s website here: https://cstw.osu.edu/our-programs/writing-center. 
· Page 4: The Title IX statement is outdated, as Kellie Brennan is no longer the Title IX coordinator. The most up-to-date Title IX statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. 
· Page 6: The grading scale references the OSU Standard Grading Scheme and the reviewing faculty have been advising instructors to remove this reference, as Ohio State does not have a standardized grading scheme and course instructors are free to utilize a grading scheme that best suits the needs of their course. 
· Nagar, Hadad, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 
5) Earth Sciences 2203 (existing course with GEL Natural Science – Physical Science; requesting GEN Themes: Health and Wellbeing & Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Health and Wellbeing
· The reviewing faculty thank their colleagues for the submission to the GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing but are unable to find enough of a connection to the Theme to warrant inclusion within the GEN category. At this time, they are not approving the proposal and asking the School of Earth Sciences to cancel their request for Health and Wellbeing, as they see no path going forward that would allow for inclusion within the category without substantial revisions that would fundamentally alter the course. Again, they thank the School of Earth Sciences for their time in submitting this proposal. 
· E-vote to not approve
· Themes Panel: Health and Wellbeing
· The reviewing faculty of the Themes Panel concur with their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group and do not find this course to be a right fit for the GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing. 
· Nagar, Parsons, unanimously voted to not approve 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty ask for additional information on the group project within the course syllabus, as it is presented as a vehicle to satisfy the ELOs for the GEN Theme: Sustainability. Specifically, they would like the syllabus to more clearly link the project to the GEN Theme: Sustainability ELOs and explain how it will satisfy these ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· Approved via E-vote with two contingencies (in bold above) 
· Themes Panel: Sustainability 
· Parsons, Nagar, unanimously approved 
6) History 3015 (existing course with GEL Historical Study; requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty recommend including more information surrounding how the course assignments will engage with the GEN category. 
· Approved via E-Vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Panel
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course’s legacy GE category (Historical Study) be included within the course syllabus, along with its Goals, ELOs, and brief explanatory rationale. The GE Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that, on the course syllabus, ELO 1.2 be included. A list of easily copy-and-paste Goals and ELOs for all GEN categories can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that an answer be provided for how the course expects to fulfill ELO 1.2 in the GE submission form. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course title on the syllabus match the course title in curriculum.osu.edu, or vice versa. Currently the syllabus reads “From the New Era to the New Frontier US History 1929-63” and the official course title in curriculum.osu.edu reads “From the New Era to the New Frontier, 1921-1963”. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· The reviewing faculty kindly suggest to the department modifying their prerequisite of English 1110 to be “Completion of GE Foundation Writing and Information Literacy course”, as English 1110 is not the only writing course available to students to take within the new GE program. Of course, the reviewing faculty recognize that some departments and programs may wish to keep their prerequisite of strictly English 1110 and merely offer this as a friendly suggestion. 
· Nagar, Parsons, unanimously approved with five contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
7) History 3232 (existing course with GEL Historical Study and Diversity – Global Studies; requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty recommend further emphasizing the idea in the course that, during the time period being studied, an individual’s religion was oftentimes referenced as their race. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course’s legacy GE categories (Historical Study and Diversity – Global Studies) be included within the course syllabus, along with its Goals, ELOs, and brief explanatory rationale. The GE Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty kindly suggest to the department modifying their prerequisite of English 1110 to be “Completion of GE Foundation Writing and Information Literacy course”, as English 1110 is not the only writing course available to students to take within the new GE program. Of course, the reviewing faculty recognize that some departments and programs may wish to keep their prerequisite of strictly English 1110 and merely offer this as a friendly suggestion. 
· Nagar, Hadad, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
8) History 3230 (existing course with GEL Historical Study; requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· The reviewing faculty recommend further emphasizing the idea in the course that, during the time period being studied, an individual’s religion was oftentimes referenced as their race. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Panel
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course’s legacy GE category (Historical Study) be included within the course syllabus, along with its Goals, ELOs, and brief explanatory rationale. The GE Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty kindly suggest to the department modifying their prerequisite of English 1110 to be “Completion of GE Foundation Writing and Information Literacy course”, as English 1110 is not the only writing course available to students to take within the new GE program. Of course, the reviewing faculty recognize that some departments and programs may wish to keep their prerequisite of strictly English 1110 and merely offer this as a friendly suggestion. 
· Nagar, Hadad, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
9) History 3247 (existing course with GEL Historical Study and Diversity – Global Studies; requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations
· Approved via E-vote
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course’s legacy GE categories (Historical Study and Diversity – Global Studies) be included within the course syllabus, along with its Goals, ELOs, and brief explanatory rationale. The GE Goals and ELOs for the GEL can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos. 
· The reviewing faculty kindly suggest to the department modifying their prerequisite of English 1110 to be “Completion of GE Foundation Writing and Information Literacy course”, as English 1110 is not the only writing course available to students to take within the new GE program. Of course, the reviewing faculty recognize that some departments and programs may wish to keep their prerequisite of strictly English 1110 and merely offer this as a friendly suggestion.
· Hadad, Nagar, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
10) English 3340 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course assignments more strongly connect to the GEN Theme: Sustainability. Neither the short projects nor the final project seems to have a connection to the Theme of Sustainability. 
· Approved via E-vote with one contingency (in bold above) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that GEN Theme Goals and ELOs be corrected in the course syllabus, as they are currently incorrect on the provided syllabus. A list of complete and easy to copy-and-paste Goals and ELOs can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos.
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing the reference to the OSU standard grading scale, as Ohio State does not have a standardized grading scale and the course instructor is free to use a grading scale that best suits the needs of their course. 
· Nagar, Hadad, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
11) Spanish 4542 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability
· The reviewing faculty are supportive of this course being a part of the GEN Theme: Sustainability, but need more details surrounding how this course will meet the ELOs of the category. Specifically, they would like further information in the course syllabus about how students are expected to gain insights into the idea of sustainability. Additionally, while they note that the GE submission form points to the course readings as being very grounded in the human-environmental systems relation, they still ask that context setting be added to help students interpret the sustainability piece. Finally, they ask that the course assignments be further and better linked to the idea of sustainability and the GEN Theme ELOs. 
· As a recommendation only, the reviewing faculty believe that the topic of food waste may be another good link with culture and sustainability as well as how ideas such as climate change impact what can be grown and how this may affect cultural food considerations. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty concur with their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group and would like to review the course when it returns with their requested revisions. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GE Goals and explanatory rationale paragraph be added to the course syllabus, as it does not appear that all the GE Goals and ELOs are correctly listed on the course syllabus. The GEN Goals and ELOs can be found in an easy to copy-and-paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos.
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· No Vote 
12) English 3020 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the prerequisite on the syllabus to match the updated prerequisite in curriculum.osu.edu. 
· Nagar, Hadad, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 

